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A religido como soft power: uma transnacionalizacao religiosa Batista
e brasileira em regides de disputas geopoliticas globais

Williams Luna, Roberto Dutra

A pesquisa investiga a denominacao Batista, que mais recentemente tem investido a partir do Brasil,
grande parte dos seus esforcos em uma transnacionalizacao religiosa. Neste bojo, analisa-se partir
de analises empiricas a iniciativa estratégica de evangelizacdo transnacional e interdenominacional
oriunda da Comissao de Lausanne para a Evangelizagcao Mundial e suas relagcdes com a Igreja Batista
no Brasil, a partir do estudo de caso da Segunda Igreja Batista de Campos dos Goytacazes. O
problema central da pesquisa estda em entender o que motiva estas missdes orientadas
especificamente para paises do Sul Global, estratégicos em disputas geopoliticas internacionais,
sobretudo, entre os dois polos que tém protagonizado nas Ultimas décadas uma escalada de disputas
e tensdes nas relacdes internacionais, a saber, China e Estados Unidos. A fim de responder a pergunta
central: qual o papel da religido nestas disputas e se ha alguma relacdo da missao ao Timor Leste,
protagonizada pela Segunda Igreja Batista em Campos, com o aspecto geopolitico internacional
supracitado, em suma, se seria esta missao a tentativa de construcéo de um soft power americano no
pais insular. Como aporte tedrico fundamental, compreende-se nesta pesquisa a religido enquanto um
sistema produtor de linguagens autorreferenciadas que vinculam-se diretamente a politica no &mbito
destas missdes, e que podem servir, hipoteticamente, como meio de constru¢do de maior influéncia
tanto ideoldgica, quanto cultural a partir da comunicacéao religiosa diretamente vinculada ao sistema
politico no @mbito das rela¢des internacionais. Neste sentido observaremos o caso da missdo Batista
brasileira sendo produzida e planejada a partir da Segunda Igreja Batista de Campos no territério do
Timor-Leste, pais que tem sido um dos palcos no Sudeste Asiatico no teatro da guerra cultural entre
China e EUA. A metodologia proposta consiste no modelo empirico do estudo de caso, a partir de uma
base qualitativa e como ferramentas metodoldgicas a andlise de conteldo da documentacao
produzida na Comisséo de Lausanne, da igreja observada e da Junta de MissGes Mundiais Batista a
fim de compreender as articulagdes e circuitos estabelecidos nesta instituicdo, assim como de
observagfes participantes no ambito desta igreja local, a realizacdo de entrevistas compreensivas
semiestruturadas serao feitas tanto com os membros da igreja envolvidos nesta missdo, com o intuito
de entender os desafios, limitacdes e possibilidades do sucesso desta agdo missionaria no pais e com
a intencao de responder ao problema de pesquisa, assim como da sua hipétese central. A pesquisa
esta em sua fase inicial, no levantamento de dados.
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Religion as soft power: a Baptist and Brazilian religious
transnationalization in regions of global geopolitical disputes

Williams Luna, Roberto Dutra

The research investigates the Baptist denomination, which more recently has invested, from Brazil,
most of its efforts in a religious transnationalization. In this context, based on empirical analysis, the
strategic initiative of transnational and interdenominational evangelization originating from the
Lausanne Commission for World Evangelization and its relations with the Baptist Church in Brazil is
analyzed, based on the case study of the Second Baptist Church of Campos dos Goytacazes. The
central problem of the research is to understand what motivates these missions oriented specifically to
countries of the Global South, strategic in international geopolitical disputes, above all, between the
two poles that have played a leading role in the last decades in an escalation of disputes and tensions
in international relations, the namely, China and the United States. In order to answer the central
guestion: what is the role of religion in these disputes and if there is any relationship between the
mission to East Timor, carried out by the Second Baptist Church in Campos, with the aforementioned
international geopolitical aspect, in short, if this mission would be the attempt of building an American
soft power in the island country. As a fundamental theoretical contribution, religion is understood in this
research as a system that produces self-referenced languages that are directly linked to politics within
the scope of these missions, and that can serve, hypothetically, as a means of building greater
influence, both ideological and cultural. From religious communication directly linked to the political
system in the context of international relations. In this sense, we will observe the case of the Brazilian
Baptist mission being produced and planned from the Second Baptist Church of Campos in the territory
of Timor-Leste, a country that has been one of the stages in Southeast Asia in the theater of the cultural
war between China and the USA. The proposed methodology consists of the empirical model of the
case study, from a qualitative base and as methodological tools the content analysis of the
documentation produced in the Commission of Lausanne, of the observed church and of the Board of
World Baptist Missions in order to understand the articulations and circuits established in this institution,
as well as participant observations within this local church, semi-structured comprehensive interviews
will be carried out with both church members involved in this mission, in order to understand the
challenges, limitations and possibilities for success of this action missionary in the country and with the
intention of answering the research problem, as well as its central hypothesis. The research is in its
initial phase, in the data collection.
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