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A Igreja Metodista na interiorizagcao de venezuelanos no Noroeste
Fluminense: O caso de Italva

Anderson Barbosa de Lima, Ricardo André Avelar da Nébrega

O crescimento do éxodo venezuelano no territorio brasileiro ocorre pela intensificacdo dos fluxos e da
concentracdo de imigrantes humanitarios em Roraima. No estado, xenofobia e decisfes politicas
controversas induzem o Projeto Acolhida, medida institucional de controle e logistica por parte do
Estado brasileiro que institui a interiorizagdo, com a contestavel participacdo de membros da
sociedade civil, como o Exército e as entidades religiosas cristds. Dentre elas, destaca-se a Igreja
Metodista, principal responsavel pelo deslocamento de imigrantes para ltalva, a partir da oferta de
empregos a oito venezuelanas em uma fabrica de confeccdo no municipio. Para compreender esse
fenbmeno, o trabalho visa revelar as dinamicas e singularidades ocorridas durante o processo.
Respaldado pelas teorias do sistema mundo e a das redes migratdrias, a investigacdo também se ird
amparar no método qualitativo e em entrevistas semiestruturadas. Apesar de ainda estar em
desenvolvimento, ja é possivel constatar a continuacao de desafios postos aos venezuelanos, como
a exploracao laboral, a informalidade e a dificuldade de readaptacéo social. Observa-se que mesmo
apos a interiorizacdo de cinquenta e quatro venezuelanos em Italva entre 2018 e 2020, a Igreja
Metodista continuou coordenando medidas como a doacdo de mantimentos, a desburocratizagéo de
acesso a beneficios e direitos sociais e a busca de habitacBes. Tais feitos aludem o destaque das
instituicdes religiosas cristéds no assistencialismo social, os tornando referéncia nacional nesse ambito.
Constituido de redes compostas por subjetividades, elas dispdem de maior facilidade de aproximacao
aos mais necessitados, ao oferecem atividades providas de sensa¢gfes como hospitalidade, incluséo,
pertencimento, reconhecimento e amparo. Por fim, tomando como exemplo do evento investigado,
cabe a problematizacdo desta relevancia dos institutos, associacdes e movimentos religiosos na
assisténcia as comunidades imigrante e refugiada no Brasil, especialmente na incumbéncia de
funcBes e medidas que caberiam ao Estado, reconhecido pela burocracia, pelo descaso e pela
indiferenca.
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The Methodist Church in the interiorization of Venezuelans in the
Northwest of the state of Rio de Janeiro: The case of Italva

Anderson Barbosa de Lima, Ricardo André Avelar da Nébrega

The growth of the Venezuelan exodus in the Brazilian territory is due to the intensification of the flows
and concentration of humanitarian immigrants in Roraima. In the state, xenophobia, and controversial
political decisions lead to the Projeto Acolhida, an institutional measure of control and organization by
the Brazilian State that institutes interiorization, with the questionable participation of members of civil
society, such as the Army and Christian religious entities. Among them, the Methodist Church stands
out, the main responsible for the movement of immigrants to Italva, offering jobs to eight Venezuelans
women in a clothing factory in the city. To understand this phenomenon, the work aims to reveal the
dynamics and singularities that occurred during the process. Supported by theories of the world system
and migratory networks, the investigation also will be supported by the qualitative method and semi-
structured interviews. Despite still being under development, it is already possible to see the
continuation of challenges posed to Venezuelans, such as labor exploitation, informality, and the
difficulty of social readaptation. It is noted that even after fifty-four Venezuelans moved to Italva
between 2018 and 2020, the Methodist Church continued to coordinate measures such as the donation
of groceries, the reduction of bureaucracy in accessing benefits and social rights and the search for
housing. Such feats allude to the prominence of Christian religious institutions in social assistance,
making them a national reference in this field. Consisting of networks composed of subjectivities, they
have greater ease of approximation to the neediest ones, by offering activities provided with sensations
such as hospitality, inclusion, belonging, recognition, and support. Finally, taking the investigated event
as an example, it is worth problematizing this relevance of institutes, associations, and religious
movements in assisting the immigrant and the refugee communities in Brazil, especially in terms of
incumbent on functions and measures that would belong to the State, recognized by the bureaucracy,
neglect and indifference.
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