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No contexto de abertura da economia brasileira nos anos de 1990, o Sistema Agroindustrial
como um todo passou por um amplo processo de reestruturacdo, influenciando as
agroindustrias processadoras a se adaptarem as novas demandas e dindmicas do mercado. Em
escala nacional, a agroindustria processadora de leite passou, portanto, por intensas mudancas
legislativas, locacionais e mudancas na competitividade, que afetaram principalmente os
pequenos e medios produtores. O presente trabalho visa compreender as principais mudancas
organizacionais das agroindustrias de leite no Sul do Espirito Santo, analisando os principais
agentes da cadeia produtiva: agricultores, laticinios, os meios de distribuicdo e comercializacao,
além das politicas publicas voltadas para o desenvolvimento do setor. O recorte temporal da
pesquisa é de vinte anos, partindo dos anos 2000. Para o desenvolvimento da pesquisa,
realizou-se levantamento bibliografico das principais obras relacionadas ao tema, pesquisa
exploratoria e documental. A coleta de dados sobre os municipios foi realizada no IBGE
Cidades e os dados sobre as agroindustrias foram retirados do Sistema IBGE de Recuperacao
Automatica e de documentos oficiais do Instituto Capixaba de Pesquisa e Extensdo Rural. Por
fim, os dados sobre a producdo de leite e dos estabelecimentos rurais foram retirados dos
censos agropecuarios de 2006 e 2017. Os resultados parciais da pesquisa demonstraram que
houve um periodo de expanséo no setor agroindustrial do Sul do Espirito Santo entre os anos
de 2006 e 2017. O leite € produzido e fornecido principalmente por agricultores familiares, que
abastecem tanto as agroindustrias situadas em areas urbanas quanto as situadas em areas
rurais. Os principais laticinios produzidos e comercializados séo: queijo, manteiga e requeijao.
Das cooperativas presentes na regido, as principais sao a Cooperativa Selita, a Cooperativa do
Vale do Itabapoana e a Cooperativa de Laticinios de Mimoso do Sul. Identificou-se também que
programas municipais e estaduais tiveram uma participacdo importante no desenvolvimento do
setor, auxiliando na capacitacdo técnica dos produtores e na insercdo de tecnologias nas
propriedades. Compreende-se, portanto, que a agroindustria processadora de leite desempenha
um importante papel para o desenvolvimento regional e para geracao de renda no meio rural.
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Dairy Agroindustry and its importance for regional development
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In the context of the opening of the Brazilian economy in the 1990s, the Agroindustrial System
as a whole went through a broad restructuring process, influencing the agro-processing
industries to adapt to new market demands and dynamics. On a national scale, the milk
processing agribusiness has undergone intense legislative, locational changes and changes in
competitiveness, which have affected mainly small and medium-sized producers. This paper
aims to understand the main organizational changes in the dairy agribusiness in the South of
Espirito Santo State, analyzing the main agents of the production chain: farmers, dairies agro-
industries, the means of distribution and commercialization, and the public policies aimed at the
sector's development. The time frame of the research is twenty years, starting in the year 2000.
For the development of the research, a bibliographical survey of the main works related to the
theme was carried out, as well as exploratory and documental research. The collection of data
about the municipalities was done in IBGE Cidades, and the data about the agribusinesses were
taken from the Sistema IBGE de Recuperacdo Automatica and from official documents from the
Instituto Capixaba de Pesquisa e Extensdo Rural. Finally, data on milk production and rural
establishments were taken from the Censo Agropecuario of 2006 and 2017 . The partial results
showed that there was a period of expansion in the Milk Agribusiness sector in southern Espirito
Santo between the years 2006 and 2017. Milk is produced and supplied mainly by family
farmers, who supply both agroindustries located in urban areas and those located in rural areas.
The main dairy products produced and commercialized are cheese, butter, and cottage cheese.
Of the cooperatives present in the region, the main ones are the Coperativa Selita, Coperativa
do Vale do Itabapoana, and the Coperativa de Laticinios de Mimoso do Sul. It was also identified
that municipal and state programs have had an important participation in the development of the
sector, helping in the technical training of producers and in the insertion of technologies on the
properties. It is understood, therefore, that the milk processing agroindustry plays an important
role in regional development and shows itself to be a promising segment for income generation
in rural areas.
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